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  Stewardship 2017: Going Where No One Has Gone Before 

 

I have to admit- I know very little about Star Wars and the Starship Enterprise or Star Trek 

and the letting the force be with you.  But it has been fun hearing from all of our different 

commissions at OPC what God is doing among us. 

 

As we think ahead to 2017 we really don’t know where God might take us in the next year.  

We have received numerous blessings and come through many challenges together.  God continues to 

work faithfully at and through OPC and as we go into a new year, where no one has gone before, we do so 

full of faith in the God who leads us. 

 

God invites us to walk alongside of Him and participate in His kingdom work.  Each person in our OPC 

family plays important roles in the ministries that we live out.  One way is that I invite you to consider 

your pledged giving for next year.  What blessings has God given you and what is God calling you to give 

to his kingdom in return? 

 

Your 2017 pledge to the General Fund goes to the OPC general budget and supports the wide variety of 

ministries that God is doing among us.  In addition, we are entering year 2 (of 3) of our Building a Legacy 

capital campaign which goes to the building fund that pays off additional principal on our building loan 

each month (we are making some great progress!).   On Sunday, November 13 we will commit our 2017 

pledges to God together in worship.  These are pledges between you and God.  The total numbers are used 

in helping plan our church budget and recorded for your giving statements- but no one evaluates your 

individual pledge- this is something between you and God.   

 

Scripture says, “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also 

reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all 

things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” (2 Corinthians 9:6-8) 

 

I give thanks to God continually because of you.  I give thanks for what God is doing among us. 
 

Pastor Kevin 
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Hanging of the Greens 

Come to OPC on Saturday, November 26th at 9 AM for Hanging 

of the Greens and help us decorate the church for the Advent/

Christmas season. We’ll enjoy coffee and rolls for breakfast 

and a potluck lunch after we’ve finished decorating. 

Everyone is welcome and needed as we prepare the sanctuary 

and narthex for this special season.  

Be Thankful with your 

church family. Join us for 

Second Sunday Brunch 

on November 13th following 

worship to share in a 

meal.  Please bring a main 

dish, salad or dessert to 

share as we break bread to-

gether.  

Mail can now be sent directly to the 

church!  

202 N. Pines Rd. 

Spokane Valley, WA 99206 

Please take a moment and update our 

mailing address. If you are making your 

donations through your online bill 

payment system, please make sure to 

update our address in the payee 

section.  

 

 

 

 

 

OPC Women’s morning Bible Study will be held November 10th 

at 11:00 am at Paula Brown’s home. Any questions? Call 

Marilyn Reuhl at 954-4080 

Parents’ Night OUT 
Kids and Parents: Don't miss 

on Parents’ Night Out! 

November 18, 5:30 - 8:00 PM. 

Just drop off your kids for dinner, games, a 

movie and activities. Please RSVP no later 

than November 14th. jonnih@comcast.net 

There will be no Mingle & Munch 

dinner at Darcy’s for the month 

of November. It has changed to 

December 6th at 5:30pm. 

Please call Gerri, 926-7355 or 

Bud & Lynne, 926-2376 to RSVP 

A Service of Remembrance 

Loss is a part of life.  But it’s not 

easy.  If you have experienced loss 

and want to remember a loved one, 

you are invited to a special worship 

service on Sunday, November 20 at 

3pm at OPC.  In this “Service of 

Remembrance” we will listen for 

God’s Word to us, pray together 

and honor those we have lost.  

Friends and neighbors from the 

community are welcome to join us 

for this special time of worship. 
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Our 2017 Stewardship Campaign is in full swing!  Boldly sharing with you each Sunday our work at OPC and 

our vision for the future. 3rd quarter giving statements and pledge cards that were not picked up have 

been mailed. 

November 13th is Commitment Sunday - so please plan to turn in your pledge card. Session will be 

developing our 2017 budget based upon pledges received. 

Our budget in 2016 targeted $35,000 a month in donations - so far we've had 5 months at that level and 4 

months that fell short (March, April, June & August) - let's finish the year strong, we are nearly caught up! 

Quick reminder to note on your donation check where you want your funds directed - General Fund, 

Building Fund or Per Capita.  Thank you for your faithful donations to OPC and remember to keep OPC in 

your daily prayers. 

 

 

The Session met on Monday, October 24th and the following items were discussed and/or action taken: 

 Accepted Sharon Goff’s resignation from Session with regret effective December 31, 2016. 

 Accepted a well prepared report on conducting our annual rummage/garage sale from Jane Hussey. 

 Accepted Jim Brown’s resignation as our church organist with regret.  Jim’s last Sunday will be October 

30th. 

 OPC received $1663 from the Fahlgren fund.  The money was divided equally between the endowment 

fund and the Helping Hands Fund. 

 Celebrated with Nancy Shatto as she reported that the rebate check for the recent lighting will cover 
all expenses of the project and should be received in the next month,  as well as notification that our 
petition for tax exempt status on our church property (including Ben’s house) has been accepted and 

approved.  Nancy anticipates that we will receive about $6000 in refunds from the past three years. 

 Applauded the quilters for an amazing sale that resulted in about $2500 to the Toy Store for this year’s 

Christmas efforts. 

 Notified that our insurance adjuster will be out soon to look at the roof.  We have a number of missing 

tiles that date back to the wind storm of 2015. 

 Discussed the number of people now using the church.  We estimate that more than 1200 people use 
the church facility each week.  This of course, was one of our goals when the building was a mere dream – 
that OPC would become the hub of the community.  With good news comes some struggles too.  Each group 
requires a set up and a take down.  The Session is looking for ways to make this easier for Ben.  In that 

spirit it was decided to order lighter tables and chairs that make this process easier. 

 Look for a special setting at your tables at our monthly Second Sunday Brunch in November.  We will be 

honoring all Veterans on that day. 

 A special worship service is being developed for families who have experienced loss this past year.  

Session set aside November 20th at 3 PM for this service. 

 We will be hosting Family Promise December 11 – 17.  Talk to Sue Webber to see how you can help. 

 Hanging of the Greens is scheduled for November 26th and Toy Store is scheduled for December 3rd. 
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"Angel" means "messenger," and what better way to spread the message at 

Christmas time than with angels! In Angel Alert!, created by Celeste 

Clydesdale and arranged by David T. Clydesdale, your entire children's choir is 

made up of angels! In fact, they are all waiting to be told when to go to earth 

and make the grand announcement. As they wait for the call, they review 

God's faithfulness through His promises and some of the prophecies about 

the Savior's birth. The musical is full of worship and plenty of celebration, since the angels understand the love 

God has for His people in sending His Son to earth. 

Practices will be held on Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights.  All children K-5th are invited to participate. 

Each week, we will share in singing, dancing, acting; painting sets, making costumes, and everything in 

between. Anyone signed up for the musical will receive a CD with the music to practice. Donations of $5.00 to 

cover the cost of the CD would be appreciated. Our final dress rehearsal will be at 10:00 am on December 10 

and the musical will be performed December 11th, 10:00 am in the church sanctuary, as part of our Sunday 

worship service.  

Christmas Musicals take a lot of help from all sorts of places. If you are a parent of a child involved in this 
year’s play or you are just interested in helping in any of the following areas, please let Shannon or Mel know. 

 Costume design 

 Snacks/drinks for Wednesday night practices 

 Back Stage (Help get the players and props on and off stage) 

 Video recording/ picture taking on the day of 

 Stage Design 

 Set up and clean up 

 Cast after party (set up, food, drinks, etc.) 

 Other 

Family Promise update 

 

On October 23 the Spokane Valley Baptist Church will host Family Promise for a week and we are 
a support church. On Thursday and Saturday, we will bring dinner and sleep overnight in the 
church. Our next opportunity to host Family Promise here at OPC is the week of Dec. 11th and we 
are still looking for volunteers to help with food and overnight hosting. Please let Bruce Cutter or 

Sue Webber know if you would like to serve in this capacity. 

Two of our Family Promise families recently graduated and are in their own housing. It is exciting 

to see the success of families as they face challenges and move on in their lives. 

Sue Webber 
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Faith 101 for Adults: Sunday Mornings at 9am 

By Shannon Borgman 

This fall you are invited to join me on a journey through the reformed faith, and discover what it means to 

be reformed. This three part introductory series will focus on worship, theology and polity. You are 

welcome to come to one or all of the sessions.  

 

Polity 101: November 6th, 13th, and 20th 

“Do everything in its proper and decent order.” That is the battle cry of any good Presbyterian, but what 

does it mean? In this short course we will explore the structure of the church, and the various practices 

that shape and define us as a PCUSA congregation, and examine how decency and order contribute to the 

building up of the body of Christ. 

* Child care is available upon request during the 9am hour. Please contact Shannon or Mel in the office if 

you are in need of child care during the 9am Adult Sunday school hour.* 

 

Brown Bag Theology 

Did you miss the sermon on Sunday? Was there a point in the message you wanted to dive into deeper? 

Every Tuesday you are invited to an informal discussion on the Sunday message. Informal meet at 

Opportunity Church on Mondays at 10:30am. 

NINTH ANNUAL OPC TOY STORE 
 

The Toy Store at OPC is coming for this Christmas season on Saturday, December 3 from 2-4pm. 

 

Toy Store partners with local elementary schools to invite low-income families from around Spokane 
Valley to shop for Christmas gifts for their children.  We have received so many great responses from 
families over the years who feel a sense of ownership and pride in being able to purchase Christmas 
gifts for their children thanks to Toy Store.  In recent years, the need has grown to serve an average 

of 250 kids. 

 

If you would like to help make a difference in the lives of local children and their families this 

Christmas, here are some ways you can help. 

 

-Donate new, unopened toys for children ages 0-12.  These toys will be sold in the Toy Store for 80 
percent off their retail value.  Gift wrapped donation boxes will be out at OPC.  The best toys for 
most families are in the price range of $20-30 retail but all items are greatly appreciated.  There is 
also a Christmas gift shop for the kids to pick out a free little gift to give their parents if you have any 

small parent gift items ($1-5) that you would like to contribute. 

 

-Monetary donations (checks made out to OPC and designated for Toy Store) will be collected and 
used to purchase more toys for specific age groups based on greatest need.  Monetary donations can 

be put in the offering on Sunday mornings or sent to the church office. 

 

-While Toy Store is open to shoppers there will also be free child care, gift wrapping and refreshments 
available.  Volunteers are needed for these things plus pricing toys, setup, cashiers and cleanup.  

Signup at church on Sunday or by email to home@opportunitypresbyterian.org   

If you have any questions please talk to Pastor Kevin. 
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Thank you for all the prayers, comfort, 
and support over the passing of our 

mother.  

The Dan Baggarley family 

Bible Gifting 
 
 
 
 

  

November 6th will be Bible 
Gifting Sunday. Each Bible costs 
around $17 a piece. If you would 

like to help sponsor a Bible or have 
sponsored a bible in the past and 

would like to reconnect to the 
child please contact Shannon. 

  

Quilters 

Just a couple weekends ago, OPC Quilters annual quilt 

sale raised $2500 for Toy Store!  The amount of quilts 

and sewn crafts were amazing.  This busy group of 

quilters continues to meet at OPC the first and third 

Thursdays of each month at 10am and welcomes all 

ability levels.  Their quilts are given to members and 

friends of OPC during difficult times as well as groups in 

our community along with the great love with which 

they are made.  Did you that since 2004, OPC Quilters 

have made over 2000 quilts!   

Men’s Breakfast- Men of all ages are invited to 

breakfast at OPC on Saturday, November 5 at 8am.  

You don’t need to bring anything and there is no 

cost- but if you could please RSVP to plan enough 

food- email kevin@opportunitypresbyterian.org or 

call the church office 924-9750. 

Schools 

We are seeing bridges that God is building between OPC and our local schools!  We have many 

opportunities to love kids, help them grow and serve them and their families in the name of 

Jesus!  Could you commit an hour a week to a kid or small group of kids?  Sign up with Mel in 

the church office to get more info and get started right away! 

 

There are several options; 

1.  Mentor one-on-one during lunch or the school day at University Elementary or North Pines 

Middle School- you pick the day of the week.  Principals at both schools have contacted us and 

invited us in as mentors.  

2.  After school math tutors at University Elementary needed 3:15-4:15pm Mondays, 

Tuesdays, Wednesdays or Thursdays 

3.  HUB 360 after school program at OPC for North Pines, Bowdish and Summit middle school 

students- anytime Mondays and/or Wednesdays between 3-6pm.   Help with snacks, games, 

homework, come be a guest speaker about your career/hobby/faith/talent/unique life 

experience.  

Studies show again and again that the biggest factor in changing kids lives who are at risk is a 

personal relationship with an adult from outside of their context.  You could be that person for 

one kid in Spokane Valley today! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

7pm — B&G 

 

 

 

2 

3pm—HUB360 

6:30pm—OPC 

Kids  

3 

10am—Quilting 

4 5 

6 

Communion 

Sunday 

9am—Bible 

Study-Luke 

Polity 101 

7 

3pm—HUB360 

6:33pm—

Wyldlife 

10:30am—B.B. 

Theology 

8 

 

 

9 

3pm—HUB360 

6:30pm—OPC 

Kids 

10 

11am & 7pm—

Women’s Bible 

Study 

11 

Veterans Day 

 

12 

13 

9am—Bible Study

-Luke 

Polity 101 

11:30am—Second 

Sunday Brunch  

14 

10:30am—BB 

Theology  

3pm—HUB360 

6pm—Deacons 

Meeting  

6:33pm—Wyldlife 

15 

 

16 

3pm—HUB360 

6:30pm—OPC 

Kids 

17 

10am—Quilting 

18 

5:30pm-8pm 

Parents’ Night 

Out 

19 

20 

9am—Bible 

Study-Luke 

Polity 101 

21 

10:30am—B.B. 

Theology  

3pm—HUB360 

6:33pm—

Wyldlife  

22 

 

23 

 

 

24 

Thanksgiving  

25 26 

9am— Hanging 

of the Greens 

27 

9am—Bible 

Study-Luke 

 

28 

10:30am—B.B. 

Theology 

3pm—HUB360 

6:33pm—Wyldlife 

7pm—Session 

29 

 

30 

3pm—HUB360 

6:30pm—OPC 

Kids 

   

November  20 16  

Newsletter Submission 

Deadline: Nov. 28 



 

OPC STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Kevin Lind 

Music Director: Jennifer Pearman 

Children’s Ministry Director: Shannon Borgman 

Secretary: Melanie Nelson 

Maintenance: Ben Beach  
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Go Green! Subscribe to Our E-Newsletter. If you 

subscribe to our print newsletter and would prefer to 

receive our news by email, please call the office at 924-

9750 or email us at home@opportunitypresbyterian.org 


