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 Out of the Ashesé 

 

I was especially moved this year by the significance of Ash Wednesday as we gathered for worship.  To 
begin Lent, Ash Wednesday reminds us that ñyou are dust, and to dust you shall return.ò  The ashes mark 
the cross on our forehead, naming and claiming us as Godôs own.  Although we are dust, God breathes 
new life into us.   Out of the ashes, God raises up new life. 

 

In Lent we remember our own sinfulness and the great need we have for Godôs redemption.  We also 
remember Jesusô journey to the cross.  Our sinfulness and Jesusô death are wrapped up together as Jesusô 
cries from the cross ñIt is finished!ò  Out of our confession of sin and Jesus cry of suffering, God brings 
new life. 

 

As I have been reading through my devotions for Lent, I keep turning back to our prayer of confession 
from Ash Wednesday. 

 

Prayer of Confession (from Psalm 51) 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; in your great compassion blot out my 
offenses.   

Wash me through and through from my wickedness and cleanse me from my sin. For I 
know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  

Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight. And so you are justiýed when you 
speak and upright in your judgment. 

Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, a sinner from my motherôs womb.  

For behold, you look for truth deep within me, and will make me understand wisdom secretly. Purge me 
from my sin, and I shall be pure; wash me, and I shall be clean indeed.  

Make me hear of joy and gladness, that the body you have broken may rejoice .  

Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.  

Cast me not away from your presence and take not your holy Spirit from me. 

Give me the joy of your saving help again and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  

God of mercy, you know us better than we know ourselves, and still you love us. Wash us from all our sins, 
create in us clean hearts, and strengthen us by your Holy Spirit that we may give you praise; through 
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  

 

And I keep praying for Godôs life to come out of this for all of us. 

 

In Christ,  

 

Pastor Kevin  
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 OPC Events 
Mingle and Munch Adult 

Fellowship  

Thursday-March 22, 2018 

Darcyôs Restaurantï Just 

West of he University Road 

Rosauers. 

Arrive between 5:45-6:00pm  

Order off of the menu as 

soon  

as you arrive. 

Invite a visitor, neighbor or 

friend. 

Enjoy tasty food. 

Fellowship with our church 

family. 

Call Marilyn Long at 927-

3522 or 

Gerrie Hobbs at 926-7355 for 

more information. 

Happy Birthday OPC!  OPC will be 105 years old on 

March 3.  Join us for cupcakes following worship on 

March 4  to celebrate this event.  On Sunday March 

11th the celebration will continue at Second Sunday 

Brunch.  Please bring a main dish, side dish or 

dessert to share as we celebrate this special time. We 

will have birthday cake too! 

Women's Bible Study is on March 8 at 11am at OPC, 

with Candy Skewis leading. There will be a second 

study at 7pm.  If you have any questions, please call 

Marilyn Reuhl at 954-4180. 

A memorial service 

for Mary Ellen 

Dunagan will be at 

OPC on April 7th at 

2pm 

Please join us for a planning meeting on March 11th immediately after 

church to kickoff plans for our 2018 Rummage Sale ï all interested 

meet for a couple minutes in A1.  

Lent and Holy Week  

Wednesdays, February 21-March 21- Soup Suppers (6pm) and Lent 

Bible Study (6:30-7:30pm) 

Sunday, March 25, 10am- Palm Sunday worship service 

Wednesday, March 28, 6:30pm- OPC Kids Community Easter Egg Hunt 

Thursday, March 29- Maundy Thursday Soup Supper (6pm) and 

worship service (7pm) 

Friday, March 30, 7pm- Good Friday worship service 

Sunday, April 1- Easter Sunday 

New Members Classes  

March 11 at Second Sunday Brunch we will eat together and then have a discussion about church 

membership at OPC.  A class will be starting for those interested in joining the church on Easter Sunday.  

Another class will be offered mid-April. If you have questions please ask Pastor Kevin or Jacqui 

McFarlen.  

We are updating our Church Directory! Have you moved? Changed your phone number or 

email address? Arenôt in the directory, but would like to be? Simply email your changes to the 

church office, or call Mel at 924-9750. A photo shoot is available in the office after worship this 

Sunday. New directories will be available later this month! 
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Childrenõs Ministry 
 

 

 

 

There are several opportunities to share God's love with our kids at OPC. Pass along a flyer, share a 
church event with your friends on Facebook, or encourage a neighbor to join you for worship or one of 
these fun filled activities. 
 

Wednesday Night OPC Kids  

Every Wednesday night following the 6pm soup supper there will be a kids program for preschool-5th 
grade. Each week we will have drama, art, games and activities that tell the story of Holy week.  

 

Community Egg Hunt on Wednesday  March 28th   

The hunt begins at 6:30pm followed by ice cream in the gym. To donate please bring bags of individually 
wrapped candy to the church by Thursday, March 22! If youôd like to help fill the eggs join us that 
Thursday from 12pm-2pm.  

 
Parentsô Night Out March 16th, 5:30 -8:00pm  

To register for the next Parentsô Night Out contact the office, respond on Facebook or online, or e-mail 
JoAnn Houston at jonnih@comcast.net. Cost is $5 a child, no more than $10 a family. Please RSVP 
by March 13th. 

 

 

 

Camp Spalding summer registration is open online!  Register 

your child for camp this summer and pay the deposit only.  

Please email kevin@opportunityprebyteryian.org with your 

child's name and what week of camp they will attend.  Church 

scholarship information will be available soon, so please let us 

know ASAP if you plan to send your child.  Thanks!  
Get ready for VBS July 9-13, 

where each morning we will 

anchor kids in the truth that 

Jesus carries them through lifeôs 

storms with Groupôs VBS 

ñShipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus.ò  

An organizing meeting will be 

held after church Sunday, March 

4.  If you have any good island/

boat/beach/lake decorations we 

would love to borrow some for 

the week! 

Parentsô Night Out 

Need an evening without the kids? Parentsô Night 

Out gives parents the opportunity to take a well-

deserved break.  

Have your kids wear green and join us for a fun 

St. Patrick's Day themed night! 

When: Friday, March 16, 5:30pm-8pm 

Who: Kids ages birth-5th grade 

Cost: $5 per child, no more than $10 per family  

mailto:jonnih@comcast.net
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Session 
 

The Session of OPC met on February 12. Following are some highlights of discussion and actions taken: 

 

-Held annual joint meeting with deacons and went through officer training information and discussion. 

 

-Minutes from Annual Congregational Meeting January 28 were approved. 

 

-Discussed involvement with Everybody Counts Homeless Youth event held at OPC on January 29 and 

partnership with city, county and volunteers from the community. 

 

-Report from presbytery meeting February 8.  Mac Whiteford attended a worship with the Presbyterian 

Foundation representative about giving and generosity across generations.  This may be a good resource 

for OPC to partner with in the future. 

 

-LED lighting project rebate process is beginning from phase two. 

 

-Manor sale is still on target to close perhaps by the end of March.  Session previously voted that 

$300,000 net proceeds would go to PILP loan.  Session discussed and approved a new motion that funds 

in excess of $300,000 would be set aside into an OPC Building Reserve account. 

 

-Buildings and Grounds presented a report on possible solutions for the water heater to the kitchen that 

must be replaced. 

 

-Lent and Holy Week scheduled was discussed and agreed upon. 

 

-Camp Spalding bake sale fundraiser approved for February 25.  Pancake feed fundraiser January 28 

raised $462.00 for kids to go to camp this summer. 

 

-Administration Commission is working to lower our phone/internet bills. 
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Per capita is an apportionment of $34 per member that congregations pay to the larger Presbyterian Church 
(USA) - part of the glue that holds Presbyterians together. Because every Presbyterian shares in the benefit of 
the PC(USA)ôs system of government, the expenses associated with coordinating and performing the functions 
of that system is shared:  
 

 
 

Synod of Alaska Northwest per capita rate is 
$.50 per member ï supporting over 250 

churches:  

Presbytery of the Inland Northwest per 
capita rate is $25.77 per member: 
¶ supports 40 churches 
¶ weôve received grant money for our 

interns & special projects 
¶ Presbytery has generously supported 

OPC by investing in the PILP 
investment program to help reduce our 
loan interest rate 

General Assembly per capita rate is $7.73 per member ï 
includes:  
¶ commissioners and advisory delegates to the General 

 Assembly  (as well as the cost of planning and holding the 
 meeting) 

¶  church leaders from presbyteries and synods for training   
 events 

¶  necessary tools to develop and administer ordination 
 exams to seminarians preparing to become future pastors 

¶  those who are elected by the GA to serve on permanent GA 
 committees (as well as each committeeôs work), such as the 
 GA Nominating Committee and the GA Committee on 
 Representation 

 



 

Churches Loving Schools 

With multiple districts, the task of caring for the youth of the Valley can seem overwhelming. Thereôs no doubt our 

schools need love, but where do we start? We listen for where God is calling us and focus on building relationships 

there. This is why weôve focused on University and North Pines. Through ministries like the HUB360 program, e-

mail conversations, and invitations to listen God has been slowly opening doors and making space for us to deepen 

our connection in these particular schools. Over the last few years weôve gone from praying for the schools, to 

talking with the schools, to walking through the doors.  

Loving North Pines Middle School 

Last month we hosted our first Hot Chocolate Handout, bringing hot chocolate to 140 students. This simple act of 

serving Hot Cocoa placed us right in the center of the school that has been deep on our hearts and in our prayers for 

some time now. From the time we headed over to the last cup of cocoa, half an hour was all it took to share our 

love for the students. 

ñThat was a total treat for us and the kids.  Weôd welcome the opportunity to have you in our school again.  Let us 

know if our kids can help you with anything, too!  We promote community service.  Thanks again.ò  - Lora Jackson 

(Principal) 

ñThanks to you! Anytime you would like to come in, just let us know. The kids loved it!ò - Nate Bartlett (Vice 

Principal) 

There are so many other ways we can love North Pines and you are invited to join the conversation. On March 11th 

at 9:30 (just before worship) you are invited to meet with Shannon in A1 to talk about how we can continue to 

develop this relationship with the middle school across the street. 

Loving University Elementary 

Over the last few years e-mail conversations and mentors have helped build bridges between us and this 

elementary school. This last year a new team (The Unicorn Team) came together to focus on loving and supporting 

the new teachers. On February 15th we were blessed to sit down with the teachers and listen to their needs for 

support. Here are some of the ways we learned we can provide love and support.   

-Reading with kids 

Elllie Chambers (3rd) and Casey Fergunson (4th) invited us to come once a week or every day and simply read with 

a student between 11:00am and 12:15pm. You can come for the whole time and work with both classes or focus on 

one class for half hour. Together Casey and Ellie also host a special Friday afternoon fun day every week at 

2:00pm where kids can choose from an array of activities. They would love extra hands to help with this, even to 

share small projects or just provide support.  

-Love and Care 

Alisha (K) and Craig (5th) are first year teachers, newlyweds, and Whitworth grads. They both appreciate the 

prayers and any general support. Cards, coffee, and food are always welcome.  

-Administration support 

Tracey Cook (2nd) would love help organizing and help with prep work. If you are good at cleaning, sorting, filing 

and organizing talk with Carol Numata and she can get you connected.  

-Classroom Support 

Nora Havens (4th) has a great (but active) class this year and would love people who just want to support. If you 

are interested connect up with JoAnn Houston to find out more. 

Loving this staff at University is such a blessing. There is a lot of appreciation knowing that OPC is supporting and 

praying for them. As we continue to develop our relationship with University new opportunities to share Christôs 

love will come. If you would like to connect with one of the teachers listed that great! Just contact Shannon to find 

out how. Also on March 18th we will meet after church in A1 to share ideas for strengthening the bridges already 

being built.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet Ernie - New Young Life Director for Spokane Valley  

The Spokane Valley Young Life office is still at OPC- but we have a new director!  Ernie started in 

January and he and his family are moving over this month. Iôll let him introduce himself a little so 

that you can say hi if you see him around the church building. 

Hello from Ernie Merino! I have the joy of joining you all as I take on the role of Area Director for 

Young Life in Spokane Valley (West Valley, East Valley, Central Valley, and Freeman School 

Districts). I look forward to meeting/interacting with you in the coming months/year. 

In my 5 years as Area Director on Whidbey Island, I had the chance to meet some wonderful people, 

but I have been so impressed with the leaders we have met here in the valley. There is clearly a 

strong foundation, yet there is so much more work to be done! We need to enlarge that foundation in 

order to reach more kids, to care for more leaders, and bring in more staff in order to reach each 

high school and middle school! It is a massive task! But it is where God is leading us.  

Whitworth Interns  

We are so grateful for our wonderful interns from Whitworth University and the gifts they bring to 

OPC! 

Andrew Ziegler is serving the 2017-2018 school year with us and has been busy.  He leads the middle 

school breakfast club on Sunday mornings before worship and helps with praise team.  He also is an 

assistant leader at HUB360 at OPC on Monday afternoons with the middle school after school 

program. 

Kaija Olson is serving the 2017-2018 school year, mostly with childrenôs ministries at OPC.  Her gifts 

and talents have been deeply appreciated in Sunday School, Wednesday night OPC Kids and 

building relationships with children and families. 

Kylee Platt will be joining us this summer for a full-time internship through the Office of Church 

Engagement Summer Fellowship program.  She will be involved in nearly all the ministry of OPC for 

the summer and you will get the chance to meet her a couple of times this spring. 



 

 

 

 

 

In the past year, we have been starting a new mission partnership with World Relief of Spokane.  

Their mission is to empower churches to care for refugees moving to our area.  Hubs of churches 

around the region are forming and more information about the Valley Hub will be coming soon.  A 

small team from OPC has been trained as a ñGood Neighbor Teamò to be neighbors with a refugee 

family in our neighborhood.  If you would like to find out how you can help or join the team, please 

contact Bruce Cutter.  There is a growing need and we are getting ready to be more involved in the 

near future. 

 

 

 

 

Volunteer Opportunity  
Communities in Schools is looking for an adult or adults(s) to supervise the Peer Tutoring Program 

at North Pines Middle School. 

The hours of this volunteer position are the following: 

¶ Monday & Wednesday (8th grade lunch) 12:00pm-12:39pm 

¶ Tuesday (6th & 7th grade lunch) 11:09am-12:09pm 

¶ Thursday (6th & 7th grade lunch) 11:33am-12:33pm 

This position can be split up per day, per adult. 

 

For more information please contact Terran Echegoyen at techegoyen@cvsd.org or by phone at 

509-464-9452 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To all the people who volunteer for Family Promise, THANK YOU!!! You are the best!! Our guests really 

appreciate you. Without volunteers, we have no program and helping families overcome homelessness is 

a true calling. THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU!!! 

 

BEDS!!! Family Promise has new beds, thanks to the folks at the LDS church. These beds are light 

enough that they fit into the van, so we no longer need the red truck and the trailer! They are easier to set 

up and lighter to move. If you have ever tried to move the beds or the truckéor the traileréyou might 

understand why this is a great step forward. Held together by a prayer and band aids, these items are 

delicate. Now, moving from church to church will be easy!!! 

 

The families that stayed in our church are now in housing and we have three new families. Our next 

opportunity to work with them is the week of April 8-14. We will cook dinner and provide overnight 

hosts at the Baptist church on Thursday, April 12 and provide overnight hosts on Saturday the 14th. If 

you would like to help, please contact Sue Webber 474 0514. 

 

OPC will host Family Promise in July and we will need help with set-up/break-down, laundry, dinners, 

breakfast and lunch items, and overnight hosts. Volunteers are welcomeécontact Sue Webber. 

 

Some people have asked me where the families go in the daytime after they have been picked up from the 

church. Family Promise has a Day Center in Spokane where the families ñhang outò. They have 

counselors there who help resolve issues that caused homelessness as well as computers for job and 

housing searches. There are showers and washers where they can keep up with hygiene. The children 

attend school or daycare and most of our families have one working parent so that person is at work. 

After the families find housing, Family Promise stays in contact with them and provides guidance when 

requested so that they remain in housing. The success rate of remaining in housing six years after 

graduating from Family Promise is 83%...Family Promise is committed to ending homelessness. 

 

Thank you for your supportéhope you enjoy being part of a great mission. 

Sue Webber 
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OPC Foundation is continuing to collect 

favorite dessert recipes with stories of 

their special meanings to you and your 

families. In addition, we would like to 

include stories of personal interactions 

with Neil Prescott, to whom this recipe 

book is being dedicated. You can leave 

your recipes and stories in the OPC 

Foundation box in the church office.  

Special recipes with no stories and 

recipes for specific dietary restrictions 

are welcome and encouraged also.  We 

need your contributions to make this 

project a success. 

Contact Charlotte Whiteford if you have 

questions ~ cwhiteford@att.net ~ (509)

954-4871 

New Medicare Cards Coming:  

Just a note to those of us on Medicare: The new cards are 

coming in 2018 and they will not have our Social Security 

numbers on them. I just learned at a SHIBA update meeting 

that they will be released by state and Washington State will 

be receiving cards in June so be VERY SURE that Social 

Security has your correct mailing address. There is already a 

great deal of fraud around the new cards. Remember, 

Medicare will not call you and ask for your private 

information or money to secure your new card. Check your 

mail often in the month of June so your card does not end up 

stolen out of your mailbox. Carefully dispose of your old card 

once you have your new one established with your providers.  

Sue Webber 

SHIBA volunteer 

WHITWORTH AUXILIARY 

ANNUAL TEA & STYLE SHOW  

The Whitworth Auxiliary invites you to 

its Annual Spring Tea & Style Showð 

ñAn English Country Gardenò - at 

Whitworth Community Presbyterian 

Church on Tuesday, April 24, from 1-3. 

Enjoy an elegant tea and the latest 

fashions from Audreyôs Boutique. 

Tickets are $25. Proceeds will benefit 

Whitworth University students. MARK 

YOUR CALENDAR, as this popular 

event fills up early.  

Please contact Jan George for tickets by 

calling 238-6878 or Mary Lee Nickoloff 

at 928-8290. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Partnering for Progress® 

Spring Gathering of  

Presbyterian Women of the Inland 

Northwest  

Saturday, April 14th  

Opportunity Presbyterian Church  

9:30am registration ±2:00pm  

Lunch is available for $8. Please make reservations 

by Weds, April 11th.  924 -9750  

Keynote speaker:  

Dia Mauer  

Executive Director at Partnering for Progress  
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 

10amðQuilting 

6pmð Zumba  

2 

8amðBook 

Sale Setup  

1pmðBook 

Sale 

3 

8amðBook Sale 

4 Communion 

9amðAdult Bible 

Study 

11amðBook Sale 

11amðVBS 

Planning Meeting  

5 

Book Sale 

Cleanup 

6:33pmð

Wyldlife 

6 

6pmðZumba 

 

7pmðB&G 

Meeting 

7 

6pmðSoup 

Supper & Bible 

Study 

6:30pmð

Jubilate Ringers 

6:30pm Kidôs 

Club  

8 

11am & 7pmð

Womenôs Bible 

Study  

6pmðZumba 

9 10 

11 

Daylight Savings 

Begins 

9amðAdult Bible 

Study & Breakfast 

Club 

11amðSecond 

Sunday Brunch 

Rummage Sale 

Planning Meeting 

12 

6:33pmð

Wyldlife 

13 

6pmðZumba 

14 

6pmðSoup 

Supper & Bible 

Study 

6:30pmð

Jubilate Ringers 

6:30pm Kidôs 

Club  

15 

10amðQuilting 

6pmðZumba 

16 

5:30pmð

Parentsô Night 

Out 

17 

18 

9amðAdult Bible 

Study  

9amðBreakfast 

Club 

19 

6:33pmð

Wyldlife 

7pmðSession 

Meeting 

20 

Newsletter 

Deadline  

6pmðZumba 

21 

6pmðSoup 

Supper & Bible 

Study 

6:30pmð

Jubilate Ringers 

6:30pm Kidôs 

Club  

22 

6pmðZumba 

23 24 

25 

Palm Sunday 

9amðAdult Bible 

Study 

26 27 

6pmðZumba 

28 

5:30pmð

Jubilate Ringers 

6:30pmðEaster 

Egg Hunt 

29 

Maundy 

Thursday 

6pmðSoup 

Supper 

7pmðService  

 

30 

Good Friday  

7pmðService  

31 

 



 

OPC STAFF  

Pastor: Rev. Kevin Lind  

Music Director: Jennifer Pearman  

Organist: Edward Hurd  

Pianist: Dr. Sigrid Brannan  

Childrenôs Ministry Director: Shannon Borgman 

Nursery Coordinator: Chenoa Turner  

Secretary: Melanie Nelson  

Maintenance: Ben Beach  
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Go Green! Subscribe to Our E-Newsletter. If you subscribe 

to our  print newsletter and would prefer to receive  our  news by 

email, please call the office at 924-9750 or email us at 

home@opportunitypresbyterian.org  


