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DIAMOND LESSONS (from the softball diamond, that is….) 

Since I was five years old I have spent time every spring/summer on the diamond. T-ball, 

baseball, softball. Player, coach, parent, umpire, league official, scorekeeper, fan. The diamond 

has been a constant in my life. I returned to the diamond this year in just the last couple of weeks 

to help out with Abby’s softball team of 7 and 8-year-old girls. As we have begun practicing, with 

some girls playing for the very first time, I’ve noticed several lessons being taught. These lessons not only apply to 

the game, but extend beyond the diamond into other parts of life and, perhaps, into our Christian life as well. 

Keep trying, we are all learning here. 

Whether it is trying to catch a ball or understanding a passage from the Bible, this lesson applies throughout any 

lifetime.  Sometimes we get settled and comfortable with what we already know, but there is always more to learn.  

In our journey of faith, God’s design and desire for us is to continue growing in relationship with Him.  Even on big 

league diamonds, the professionals work on throwing, catching and hitting in practice each day! 

A little bit of practice each day is better than a long time every once in a while. 

This bit of advice the coach told us, the parents, on the first night of practice.  Basically, the team has two hours a 

week to get together and work on things, but there is so much to learn.  If they practice simply by playing catch for 

10 minutes every day, they will grow so much more than if they just simply show up to practice twice a week. Our 

faith is very much the same. We have the opportunity once a week to gather together to worship God.  But we can 

grow so much more if we just take a little time each day to practice living out our faith by loving, growing and 

serving. 

Correct bad behavior.  Encourage good behavior. 

This advice was given at the coaches’ clinic before the season began.  You don’t want kids to learn to do things the 

wrong way on the field- throw, bat, catch, slide, field- or they will continue to do it that way.  So you show the right 

way to slide into a base, have kids practice it, and when you notice them doing it wrong, gently correct them and 

remind them of the right way.  The right way to do things is for the safety and health of the kids and the other 

players around them.  If they learn it right in the early years, they will do it right for a long time.  Also, another key 

to teaching things right is to encourage good behavior when you see it.  So when a kid swings the bat well, you give 

lots of encouragement and praise.  In our own Christian walk, it can be tough to live out this lesson.  But what if we 

gently corrected bad behavior and gave lots of encouragement and praise for good behavior?  It could shape the 

way that we live.  

We are all on the same team. 

One of the things I love most about youth sports is teaching kids about teamwork and belonging.  There is lots to 

learn for a seven year old on a softball diamond.  But one of the biggest lessons is that you have to work together to 

play the game.  No one can hit a home run every time and no one can make every out in the field alone.  So you 

have to look at each other as teammates who are growing and learning together in order to accomplish a common 

purpose.  Don’t we need this in the church too?  The body of Christ is one team where we can love God, grow 

together and serve others in Jesus’ name.  So OPC, let’s play ball! 

 

Pastor Kevin Lind 
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Second Sunday Brunch will be on 

vacation for June, July and August.  We 

will start brunch again in the fall.  Mark 

your calendars for Sept. 13th.  See you 

then!  

 

 

The afternoon Tea sponsored by WOPC which was 

held on Mother's Day weekend was a great success.  

Ladies arrived to beautiful tables decorated with 

flowers, a variety of goodies, and teapots.  Forty-five 

mothers, children, grandchildren  and friends, 

including the four generation Huff family, enjoyed 

learning about the history of tea from Arlene 

Whitney.  Thank You WOPC for a job well done. 

Future Church is Calling YOU! 
The Future Church Project has been meeting since May 2014.  

This project began with a Presbytery-wide gathering which led to 

seven churches being chosen to work together to initiate an 

outreach program specific to each of the seven congregations.  

After the initial planning session, each team met individually and 

also  four more times with teams from each of the other six 

congregations. 

OPC’s team consists of Adam Borgman, Nancy Comstock, 

Bruce Cutter, Nancy Jones, Nick Nickoloff and Stephen Wieber.      

This team has conducted interviews with church members of all 

ages and with folks with varying levels of participation at OPC.  

The results of those interviews have been shared with the 

congregation and the entire congregation was invited to share 

their own responses at Second Sunday Brunch.   

Now, it is time to put what we have learned from all of you to 

work.  We have learned that OPC is a caring, devoted group of 

people who are proud to say, “We serve a risen Savior!”  We 

value our worship together and are very devoted to one another.  

We enthusiastically welcome visitors and new members.   We 

also lament that our strength and focus has NOT been outreach. 

What if outreach was not so intimidating?  What if outreach was 

no different than talking to a neighbor?  Your Future Church 

Team has commented regularly that  Opportunity Manor is our 

our closest neighbor and we know only a handful of the 

residents there.  We think it is time to remedy this!  We are 

inviting the entire OPC community to bring after-worship 

coffee hour to the manor on June 7th.  Immediately following 

worship we will walk across the parking lot and enjoy coffee and 

treats with the tenants there.  We know that we have members 

who may need a ride, an arm or a push but we are prepared to 

assist you to make the journey across the parking lot. 

Plan to make a new friend.  Plan to discover things in common 

with our neighbors.  Be prepared to break out of your comfort 

zone.  We are already neighbors; let’s be friends! 

Watch for the blooms.... 
Special thanks to Nan Robinson and Beth & Bill Sexton for planting and nurturing vegetable starts for our the 

plant sale.  Beth Sexton, Jim Ewing, and Paula Brown helped sell the plants raising a total of $142.10.  The 

money was used to purchase annual flowers which were planted by Melanie and Mylee Nelson, Joy Weitman, 

Noe and Abby Carpinteyro, and Dorothy Storey. Valley Partners were the recipients of the few tomato plants 

what were left over from the sale.  Martin Genard has done a wonderful job making sure that those who use 

the east entrance of OPC are greeted by a variety of blooming plants.  Thanks to all who have played a part in 

seeing that OPC looks great for the summer. 
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OPC Welcomes New Organist, Jim Brown  

Greetings to the Opportunity Presbyterian Church Staff and Congregation! 

    I would like to introduce myself, as well as my family to all of you. I was born in 

Torrance, CA, and raised in Roseville, CA, which is just outside Sacramento. I also 

met and married my wife Denise in Roseville. I was employed by the City of…yes, 

Roseville again! I worked for this employer for a little over 29 years until my 

retirement in December, 2005. We then moved to Spokane.  My wife Denise and I 

have been married for almost 39 years, and have one daughter, Melissa, who is 21 

years old.  

    I was around music ever since I can remember. My mother was also a church 

organist and pianist, who played for many years, both in the Atlanta, Georgia area, 

as well as near Sacramento, California. I was drawn to the organ at a very early age 

from hearing her play, as well as listening to recordings of a theater pipe organ. The 

desire to study the organ came shortly before graduating from high school. We had stopped at a pizza parlor 

restaurant in San Lorenzo, CA for a dinner break with my fellow high school choral members during a field 

trip. This pizza parlor was no ordinary pizza parlor; it featured a Wurlitzer theater pipe organ, and an organist 

who played it for the patrons while they dined. I was instantly and forever changed with the sound and power 

of this organ, and it ignited my desire to take the next step and study this magnificent instrument. 

    My opportunity came shortly thereafter when an unused pipe organ at a local church became available for 

me to use, and I soon found myself studying the organ with the help of some caring and skilled music teachers. 

A year and a half later I found myself sitting on the bench of another theater pipe organ, and playing for 

patrons in a recently opened pizza parlor near Sacramento, CA. Shortly thereafter I was invited to play at the 

church we were attending by the music coordinator who happened to be visiting the very pizza parlor I was 

playing at. Thus began the ministry of music for me in a worship setting, which has been almost 34 years ago 

at this writing!  

    I am honored to have been extended the call to become the organist at Opportunity Presbyterian Church. We 

look forward to becoming acquainted and forming those friendship bonds with all of you as we strive to do the 

ministry that God has directed us to do. 

Blessings to you! 

Jim and Denise Brown 

Welcoming New Members to OPC 

Sunday, June 14th we will welcome new members to OPC in worship. If you would like more information 

about joining the church membership please talk with Pastor Kevin by June 10. 
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 Letting Go 

"Lord, is this what 
you've been 

teaching me?" 
 

I'm holding on 
lightly to the 
familiar, to 
those things 

I'm comfortable with. 
 

My old friends who 
know the bad & the 

good about me- 
should I risk 

making new friends? 
 

And, Lord, what about 
my attitude? 

You can't be pleased 
with me 
as I am. 

 
So help me to 
look to you 

when I'm sad, 
when I'm scared, 

when I don't know 
what to do 

or where to go. 
 

Help me to let go 
of things 

that I don't need. 
 

Although I'd sure 
want to keep 
them around 

because I like them. 
 

I've often heard 
"Let go and let God" 
but maybe He needs 
a little help from me. 

 
No, really He doesn’t 

need my help. 
His way is sovereign 
and His way is best. 

 
So, Lord, with your help 

I'll let go of things 
and attitudes 

and learn to be 
the me that you want me to be!! 

 
Marilyn Long, 2015 

 

OPC has a group going together!  Reserve your ticket by contacting 

the church office by June 10. 

A Note from JoAnn Houston... 
Thank you for all the prayers, cards and visits during my 
recovery.  Breaking my hip was the probably the last thing I would have 
planned for my life, however, the Lord uses all kinds of things to teach 
us.  I have felt more love from and connection to this congregation 
than I have for a long time.  I know I get wrapped up in my own 
concerns.  I want to give each of you a big hug. Thank you again.   
JoAnn Houston   
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From Shannon Borgman—Director of  Children’s Ministries 

August 10th-13th 
Monday-Thursday  

9:00am-12:00pm 
 

Welcome to Adventures on Promise Island, where God’s promises 

never change! We are excited for VBS this summer! 

 

How is God calling you to be involved? Could you lead a crew, help with registration, assist with snacks? 

Please sign up in the Narthex or talk with Shannon Borgman or Joann Houston if you can serve. 

This year we are offering a VBS free to families in our church and community.  It’s a great way to reach out 

and to share the love of Christ with children. Please consider sponsoring a child. On average it takes $10 to 

host a child at VBS. 

As planning continues please pray for the families and the VBS staff.  Registration forms are available in the 

Narthex and online. This is sure to be a great week. One where they’ll see Him at work in the lives of Old and 

New Testament Bible people and realize that God’s promises are for us too! Kids will discover that God 

promises to be with us, to give us what we need, to save us, and to answer us!  

 

Blessings, 

VBS Ministry Team 

 

 

 

End of the School Year! 

 

As we move into the summer many of our regular ministries break to make room for special summer activities 

such as VBS and Camp Spalding. Wednesday nights will finish up on June 3rd 6:30pm with a special night at 

Bumpers in the Valley. $5.00 will cover a round of bowling and shoes. Parent’s Night Out will take a break 

June, July and August and Preschool play will have their end of the year party on Friday, June 12th.   

Youth group has been a blast this year!  But it is winding down with the school year as well.  Our last 

Wednesday night gathering will be on Wednesday, June 3 at 6:30 pm when we will help the children’s 

ministry celebrate the end of school together. 
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 Financial Update 

Dissecting this even further we’ve been looking at our pledges and giving units: 

 

    

 

 

 

What do these numbers tell us? 

1. We have a very strong core of members that are committed to OPC – this core has continually come through when 
we’ve needed help.  

2. Pledged giving composes roughly 80% of our income. 

3. Year-to-date we have received 104% of pledged offerings. 

4. We need to better understand the correlation between attendance, membership and pledges. 

5. We need to continue to look for ways to reduce our expenses to bring them in line with our actual income. 

Pledges for 2015 

Another thing you will notice on the above chart is that in 2015 the number of pledges is down nearly 20 pledges from 
previous years.  There are many reasons for that.  But if you have not made a pledge would you consider one for the 
rest of 2015?  Or if you do pledge, would you consider increasing it for the rest of 2015?  For the next 3 weeks (through 
Sunday, June 14), we have set a goal of getting 20 new or additional pledges.  Pledge cards will be available on 
Sundays or in the church office throughout the week. 

Why pledge? 

A pledge is your personal promise that shows your commitment to the Lord’s work.  Pledges are used in the planning 
process for developing the OPC budget. If you have questions regarding a pledge contact Nancy Shatto or Bruce Cutter. 

Reducing Expenses 

We also have been carefully watching our expenses at OPC in order to be faithful stewards of what we’ve been given.  
At the May Session meeting we made several reductions to our annual budget. Our staff and our building make up the 
majority of our costs, so those are where you will see the largest cuts.  The personnel cuts were made by deciding not to 
hire to fill the open youth director position as well as eliminating paid substitute positions for the time being.  With the 
building cuts we need to be vigilant to turn off lights when we leave a room, keep heat turned down and air conditioning 
turned off as much as possible to minimize our utility bills.  A revised budget is posted with the session minutes if you 
want to take a closer look.  If you have any questions you can ask any current member of session.  Thank you again for 
your generous donations to OPC – and keep OPC in your daily prayers. 

  Offerings and Contributions 

2012 Actual:  $478,179.94 

2013 Actual:  $451,439.85 

2014 Actual:  $411,210.74 

2015 Original Budget: $447,457.00 

Adjusted Budget: $410,000.00 

  Pledged Giving Units Unpledged Giving Units 

2013 80 giving units pledged $360,000; 
collected income of $373,000 

73 giving units without pledges gave 
$62,000 

2014 78 giving units pledged $346,700; 
collected income of $331,500 

63 giving units without pledges gave 
$64,000 

2015 61 giving units pledged $296,500; 
projected collected income of $307,000 

Currently have 41 giving units without 
pledges 
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We have been doing some analysis of our income at 
OPC and our giving patterns.  The budget for this year 
was developed in the fall of 2014, using the actual 
numbers from 2013 – now that we have final numbers 
from 2014; we see that we need to make some 
adjustments. 



 

June Activities 

June 3 —  End of the Year Party  

  OPC Kids & OPC Youth at Bumpers 

  6:30 PM 

 

June 7 —  Walk Across the Parking Lot 

          Coffee at the Manor after worship 

         Choir Rehearsal   

                     11:30 AM 

 

June 8 —  Deacons BBQ and meeting 

  5:30 PM 

 

June 12 — Last Preschool Play of the summer 

  10:30 AM 

 

June 14 — Welcome New Members to OPC 

    In worship 

 

June 15 —Session meeting 

         7:00 PM 

 

June 17 —  Newsletter deadline 

 

June 21 —  Father’s Day 

 
       . 

 

 

Calendar of  Activities at OPC 
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The next newsletter will be for 

July& August  

Deadline to submit articles is 

June 17 

The Lamp Post  
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Pastor: Rev. Kevin Lind 

Music Director: Jennifer Pearman 
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