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Give Back the Song 

 

After the season of Christmas comes the season of returns- at least in the retail world.  Surveys show that 
nearly half of American consumers return one to three gifts over the holidays.  After a record-setting 
holiday shopping season, retailers across the U.S. are experiencing record-high returns in the weeks after 
Christmas.  Did you return a gift this year? 

 

But unwanted gifts don’t have to be the only thing you return.  This line from the Christmas carol “It 
Came Upon the Midnight Clear” jumped out to me this Christmas.  It comes in the last verse near the end 
of the carol and says, “And the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing.”  It is talking 
about a time when Jesus will come again and restore his kingdom fully.  In the Christmas story the angels 
are the ones who proclaim the good news of “Peace on earth, goodwill to men, from heaven’s all-gracious 
King.”  But in the days when “peace shall reign over all the earth” the whole world will sing the song and 
proclaim the good news. 

 

At Christmas the good news of great joy for all the people came into the world- God himself born in a 
manger as the baby Jesus.  Jesus life among us would change the world forever.  He brought peace, hope, 
joy and love to the world that was missing- and missing from our lives.  The angels appeared to the 
shepherds in the field and told them about a Savior born for us, Christ the Lord. 

 

For Christians, the celebration of Christmas is about receiving this gift.  Now, as Christmas has passed, 
it’s time to return it.  We can give back the song the angels proclaimed that first Christmas. 

 

The prophet Isaiah says, “How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who 
proclaim peace, who bring good tiding and proclaim salvation…” (52:7). 

 

You can take down the decorations, put away the wrapping paper and the cards until next year.  But don’t 
stick the best gift of Christmas away in a cupboard somewhere.  Return it.  Give it back.  The gift of Jesus 
is too great of a gift to keep to ourselves. 

 

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Kevin 
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 OPC News 

Second Sunday Brunch 

We welcome all who can come to our Second 
Sunday Brunch on Sunday January 12th right 
after worship.  Please bring a hot dish, salad 
or dessert to share. We look forward to fel-
lowshipping with everyone. 

Taking  Down the Greens 

A very big thank you to all who were able to come on Satur-
day January 4th to help take down our Advent decorations. 
We appreciated everyone who could come to help.  
 
We also want to thank those who donated Christmas trees for 
Advent. They were very much appreciated and we look for-
ward to using them again next year. Our congregation is the 
best! 

Thank you and blessings to you all. 

Steering Committee 

Come join the Women of Opportunity Presbyterian Church 
for a Steering Committee Meeting on Monday, January 13 at 
11:30 am.  We will be planning the February Movie and 
Massage Day. Bring a sack lunch to eat during the meeting.  
All women are welcome. 

Mingle and Munch Adult Fellowship 

January 23, 2020 at Darcy’s Restaurant 

10512 East Sprague 

We will join together for food & fellowship. Hamburgers, 
prime rib sandwiches, soup, salads (large enough to share) 
salmon & shrimp are a few  menu choices. Come and join us 
between 5:45 & 6pm. Order as you arrive. 

Lynne Keeling or Marilyn Long will take your reservation 
the Sunday before we go out to eat.   

Or call me, Gerrie Hobbs at 926-7355 for reservations & 
cancellations.  

Hat, Sock & Glove Drive Update  

Thanks to everyone who donated! The  
response was even better than last year. 

Socks:    142 pairs 
Gloves:   64 pairs 
Stocking hats:   71 
Ballcaps:  4 
Ear muffs:  7 
Scarves:  10 
Jeans:   8 pairs 
Sweatpants:  3 pairs 
T-Shirts:  19 
Children’s Socks: 6 pairs 
 
An additional 41 stocking hats were donated 
by the OPC Quilters and Nancy Shatto. 

 
The most appreciated gift given was an 8-
pack of hand warmers.  
 

Thanks again to all who donated and to all 
who kept our homeless in their prayers. 
The need continues so keep on praying! 

          Women’s Bible Study 
Women's AM Bible Study meets Thursday, January 9, at 
OPC, at 11:30am. Sarah Neelands will lead Chapter 
Four. We will have a potluck lunch.  

The Women’s PM Bible Study will meet Thursday, January 
16 at 6:30pm. 

Annual Reports and Congregational Meeting 

Annual reports for 2019 are due Sunday, January 12.  The 
Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, Jan-
uary 26 following the worship service.  We will review annu-
al reports together to celebrate what God is doing at OPC and 
continue to live into our communal calling to Love God, 
Grow Together and Serve Others. 

Guatemala Mission Trip 

OPC is working through our presbytery to 
send a team to Guatemala next summer. 
Deadline to sign up is January 15.  Interested 
participants should talk to Pastor Kevin 
ASAP.   

Ages: high school and up 

Approximate dates: June 25-July 3 

Approximate cost: $2000 (pay half, fundraise 
half) 

Our first team meeting and training will take 
place on Sunday, January 26 from 1-3pm at 
OPC. 
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Family Ministry  
Happy New Year!!!!! I absolutely loved watching the Kids Choir perform. I was so proud of each and every 
one of them. Thank you to all that helped with this performance.  

 

The kids really enjoyed making the Christmas tree ornaments and then placing them on the tree. Thank you 
Linda Baggarley for including them. 

 

We had a Christmas Party for the youth group and it was so fun. Watching the kids play games and just visit 
with one another is always a pleasure to watch.  

 

Bless you all, 

Jenny 

OPC Youth Group  

The youth group meets on Sundays after church (11:30am-1pm) with lunch provided.  All middle school and 
high school students are invited to join us.  We meet in Felts’ Lounge for lunch about 10 minutes after the 
church service ends and then meet down in the basement youth room.  The youth are wrapping up a confirma-
tion class at the end of this month.  February 2 there will be a Super Bowl party at the Lind’s house and the 
youth group will be collecting a special offering in worship for Souper Bowl of Caring.  Watch for more de-
tails on Sunday mornings and in the weekly email updates. 
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 Finance 

What is per capita? 

 

Per capita is your membership fee – that says “I’m a Presbyterian”.  Each one of our 180 members of our 
congregation owes an annual fee of $36 which is split between the upper levels of our Presbyterian 
Church USA as follows: 

 

              General Assembly   $ 8.95 

              Synod                      $ .25 

              Presbytery               $26.80 

 

The Presbytery’s portion of per capita is used for operating expenses, staff salaries, building & program 
needs, and other administrative costs.  The Presbytery’s mission budget is handled separately – support-
ed by voluntary contributions from congregations for the mission of the church beyond our community.  
OPC has been a beneficiary of the Presbytery grants, along with Hamblen Park, Pullman, First Presby-
terian and Camp Spaulding in 2019. 

 

Use this link to view a 2 minute video explaining per capita:  
https://www.pcusa.org/news/2019/2/28/what-capita/ 

 

Per capita of $36 per member is due to Presbytery by the end of the 1st quarter of 2020. 

 

 Session Notes 

 Toy Store served 75 families and 233 kids. 

 

 Souper Bowl of Caring is February 2, 2020. 

 

 Hailey Huff delivered 32 coats that were collected for refuges to World Relief. 

 

 New members’ classes on the 4th Sunday of the month will begin in January 2020. 

 

 The next Parents’ Night Out is Friday, January 17th at 5:30pm. 
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Leadership at OPC 

 

Thank you to our church officers who completed their terms in 2019. 

Sarah Neelands- deacons 

Linda Harris– deacons 

Lynne Keeling– deacons 

Skip Houston- elder, buildings and grounds 

JoAnn Houston- elder, family ministries 

 

Welcome to our new church officers joining boards in 2020: 

Dennis Weitman- elder 

Dan Baggarley- elder 

Anna Martin- deacons 

Judy Wiley- deacons 

Charlotte Stone- deacons 

 

Everyone is invited to participate in ministry at OPC.  You are invited to be a part of one of our ministry 
commissions to help plan events, organize details and bring new ideas.  Commissions meet at various 
times- you can contact each commission chair for more details. 

 

Family Ministries- Heidi Ehrlich 

Esther Commission (Welcoming and Hospitality)- Jessie Cox 

Administration/Personnel- Mac Whiteford 

Buildings and Grounds- Dan Baggarley and Bob Houston 

Congregational Life- Linda Baggarely and Joy Flint 

Finance- Nancy Shatto 

Mission and Outreach- Bruce Cutter 

Adult Discipleship- Nick Nickoloff 

Worship- Leslie Huff 
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Thank you from Joy Flint 

Thank you for all the cards, thoughts 
and prayers after the passing of my 
brother Art.  

Movie and Massage 
 

 

 
 

 

All women are invited to our 
"Ladies Afternoon Out" on Feb. 8 at 
1:00 pm  We will be watching the 
movie "Poms" while enjoying mov-
ie type snacks and chair massages! 
This is a free event sponsored by the 
WOPC so you don't even have to 
pay $8.00 for a bag of  popcorn! 

Family Promise January 2020 

What a great week!! We provided a home for three families as the year ended and 2020 rolled in. With the 
help of our support churches, the children and the parents enjoyed great food and good activities.  It is won-
derful to have such support from so many people. Thank you to those who donated food, cooked and served 
dinners, slept in the church, set up beds, did laundry, and prayed for our families. A special thanks too for the 
Boy Scouts who are doing laundry as a service project. Many hands make the work light. 

 

Low-income housing continues to be in short supply, but one family will be moving this week. We wish them 
all the best and hope and pray that housing becomes available soon for all. The stress of homelessness is over-
whelming. Our families this week are delightful in spite of their difficult circumstances! What lovely people! 
Two of our guests even ran the dishwasher and did all the dinner dishes…one even has a food handler’s 
card!!! 

 

Our next opportunity to serve Family Promise is March 26 and March 28th at the Spokane Valley Baptist 
Church. In June, we will again host Family Promise at OPC…June 21-27. Please let Sue Webber know if you 
would like to be part of this valuable and worthwhile service in God’s name. 

 

Sue Webber 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
New Years 
Day—Office 
Closed 

2 
Office Closed 

3 4 

5 
Communion 
Sunday  

6 
6pm— Zumba 

7 
7pm— B&G 
Meeting 

8 
6:30pm—
Handbell Prac-
tice 

9 
11:30am—
Women’s Bible 
Study 

6pm—Zumba 

10 11 

12 
9am--Adult Bi-
ble Study 

11am— 2nd 
Sunday Brunch 

11:30am—
Youth Group 

13 
11:30am—
Steering Com-
mittee Meeting 

6pm—Zumba 

14 15 
6:30pm—
Handbell Prac-
tice 

16 
10am—Quilting 

6pm— Zumba 

6:30pm—
Women’s Bible 
Study 

17 
5:30pm—
Parents’ Night 
Out 

18 

19 
9am—Adult 
Bible Study 

11:30am—
Youth Group 

20 
Martin Luther 
King Jr Day—
Office Closed 

6pm— Zumba 

21 22 
6:30pm—
Handbell Prac-
tice 

23 
6pm—Mingle & 
Munch at Dar-
cy’s 

6pm— Zumba 

24 25 

26 
9am—Adult 
Bible Study 
11:30am—
Youth Group 
11:30am—
Annual Congre-
gational Mtng 

27 
6pm— Zumba 

7pm— Session 
Meeting 

28 29 
6:30pm—
Handbell Prac-
tice 

30 
6pm—Zumba 

31  

 



 

OPC Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Kevin Lind 

Music Director: Jennifer Pearman 

Pianist: Dr. Sigrid Brannan 

Organist: Libby Grammer 

Family Connections Coordinator: Jenny Pitts 

Nursery Coordinator: Chenoa Turner 

Secretary: Melanie Nelson 

Maintenance: Ben Beach  
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Go Green! Subscribe to Our E-Newsletter. If you subscribe 
to our print newsletter and would prefer to receive our news by 
email, please call the office at 924-9750 or email us at 
home@opportunitypresbyterian.org 


