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Unspeakable Joy  

 

What brings you joy? 

 

In the darkness and snow of winter, it can be hard to be joyful.  Watching the news and the tragedy and 
division of our world, at times there seems to be a shortage of joy. But wait!  We have something that 
brings unspeakable joy!  God with us, God for us, God guiding us.  Joy comes from the Lord, not from 
our own lives or the world around us.  

 

The Christian band Mercy Me, known best for their song “I Can Only Imagine,” has this great song called 
“Happy Dance” (we showed part of it one Sunday in the sermon, but if you didn’t see it you can google it 
and watch a funny video).  Part of it says,  

  We always say that we have unspeakable joy  

  So let our feet do all the talking when our words fall short  

  We’ve got reason to get up  

  Reason to get down  

  He done traded our sin for joy  

  And now, that joy wants out  

Do you remember the joy you have in Christ?  Do you let that joy out in your life?  It can be so easy to 
lose track of and forget that joy- but the joy is real.  

 

“Sing the praises of the Lord, you his faithful people; praise his holy name. For his anger lasts only a 
moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the 
morning.”  Psalm 30:4-5  

 

What brings you joy?  

 

In Christ,   

Pastor Kevin 

The next Presbytery Summit is Saturday, February 22nd at First Presbyterian Church in Spokane 
(9:30-3:30). At Summit we worship together, share stories about God's work throughout our region 
and do some work together at our business meeting. The theme for February's Summit is Standing 
with Refugees and will feature Rev. Eric Peterson preaching during worship, open space workshops 
and lunch prepared by chefs from Feast World Kitchen (featuring 3 different cuisines from around the 
world). Anyone is invited to attend to listen for what God is up to throughout our presbytery and the 
ways God might be calling us to something new. Please go to www.presbyinw.org to register.   

http://www.presbyinw.org/
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 OPC News 
 

 

 
 

All women are invited to our "Ladies Afternoon Out" on February 8 at 1:00 pm.  We will be watching the 
movie "Poms," while enjoying snacks and chair massages! This is a free event sponsored by the WOPC so you 
don't even have to pay $8 for a bag of  popcorn! 

OPC Directory Update 

We are working on an update to the OPC di-
rectory.  If you are new to OPC or have any 
recent changes to your contact information 
please make sure it is up to date with Mel in 
the church office by clicking this link: 
http://www.opportunitypresbyterian.org/direct
ory-update.html  

If you would like a new or updated photo tak-
en there will be opportunities on Sundays 
right after church during the month of March.  
Thank you to Shelley Van and Melanie Nel-
son for all the work that will go into putting 
this together.  We hope to have the new direc-
tories printed and available by early April. 

Mingle and Munch Fellowship 

February 27, 2020 at Darcy’s Restaurant 
10512 East Sprague 

For those of you who like to mark your calendars for the year, 
our nights to eat out are the fourth Thursday of each month, 
January through October.  (We do not meet on Thanksgiving 
or in December). 

Upcoming dates: March 26, April 23, May 28, June 25, July 
23, August 27, September 24, October 22 

We gather about 5:45pm and order off the menu but do not 
have a formal program. We are adult “worker bees” who love 
Christ first and then one another. We humbly serve His 
Church on the corner of Pines and Main.  This is a time to 
simply enjoy a meal together– come and join us! Reservations 
& cancellations are through Marilyn Long, at church or Ger-
rie Hobbs 926-7355 

Women’s Bible Study 

The AM Women's Bible Study will be on 
Thursday, February 13 at 11:30am at OPC.  
Chapter Five will be discussed by the group.  
(There will not be a specified leader this 
month.). A Potluck luncheon will follow. 
 

The PM Women’s Bible Study will be Thurs-
day, February 20 at 6:30pm, also at OPC. 

Second Sunday Brunch 

Second Sunday Brunch will be held Sunday February 9th 
right after worship.   We ask everyone who plans to attend to 
please bring a hot dish, salad or dessert to share.  We look 
forward to seeing everyone. This is a great time to fellowship 
with one another as a church family. Blessings to all. 

Membership Classes at OPC 

Are you new to OPC?  Do you want to find out more about 
what God is doing here?  OPC 101 is a one hour class to meet 
with Pastor Kevin and hear more about our church, ask ques-
tions and discuss opportunities to get involved.   The next 
class will be on Sunday, February 16 from 9-10am.  In March 
the class will be offered on Sunday, March 15 also at 9am.  
Can’t make it?  Kevin would love to set up a different time to 
meet during the week for coffee or take you to lunch!  Just 
contact the church office kevin@opportunitypresbyterian.org 
or (509) 924-9750. 

Lent Bible Study 

Coming for the season of Lent will be a Bible Study on 
Wednesday evenings March 4-April 1 at OPC.  We will be 
going through a Lenten Study on Forgiveness by Marjorie J. 
Thompson.  The study will include prayer, Bible reading, 
personal reflection and small group discussion. 

Ash Wednesday 

 

 
 

The season of Lent is a time of preparation 
before Easter and begins with Ash Wednesday 
on February 26.  This year we are joining with 
Spokane Valley United Methodist Church for 
special worship services.  Ash Wednesday the 
worship service will be at 6pm at Spokane 
Valley United Methodist Church (115 N Ray-
mond Rd, Spokane Valley, WA 99206).  Pas-
tor Kevin will be preaching.  Maundy Thurs-
day (April 9) we will join together again, this 
time at OPC at 7pm. 

http://www.opportunitypresbyterian.org/directory-update.html
http://www.opportunitypresbyterian.org/directory-update.html
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Family Ministry  

OPC Youth Group  

The youth group meets on Sundays after church (11:30am-1pm) with lunch provided.  All middle school and 
high school students are invited to join us.  We meet in Felts’ Lounge for lunch about 10 minutes after the 
church service ends and then meet down in the basement youth room. 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring was a huge success!  Thank you to everyone who contributed.  OPC donated over 
$500 to Family Promise of Spokane and 361 non-perishable food items to Spokane Valley Partners.  It truly 
was a SUPER Souper Bowl! 

This year is off to a great start.  It is such a joy to see the children and youth growing. 

-We have been busy working on VBS. If you are interested in helping with VBS this year please reach out to 
Jenny, I would love your help.  VBS will be July 20th - July 24th.  The curriculum we have selected looks 
awesome.  Thank you to all the volunteers that were apart of the curriculum meeting for VBS. 

-We are looking for lunches for the youth group for March 15, March 22 and March 29.  We would love to 
have some members of the congregation prepare and have lunch with our youth. This is a great time to visit 
with youth. They are very appreciative for your time. If this is something you would like to do please see Jen-
ny to get all signed up. 

-We will be having a Family Commission meeting and lunch on Sunday February 23 after church at about 
11:30am.  All are welcome to come and have lunch with the youth and if you have some ideas to share for 
the Family Ministries at OPC that would be awesome. 

 

Bless you all, 

Jenny 



 

 Finance 

2019 Financial Wrap-up 

 

2019                       Total Donations                  Total Expenses 

 

January                    $27,435.25                           $27,467.13 

February                  $25,689.50                           $31,786.88 

March                      $24,004.75                           $25,636.45 

April                        $31,987.24                           $23,390.44 

May                         $23,199.66                           $32,224.34 

June                         $31,876.76                           $23,542.23 

July                         $27,734.89                           $26,188.76 

August                    $25,425.62                           $32,596.24 

September               $28,293.86                           $26,975.67 

October                   $23,121.91                           $26,290.96 

November               $27,678.49                           $29,763.26 

December                $32,233.25                           $35,815.97 

 

 

·        Our PILP balance is now under $900,000 at $882,603.43 – can we as a congregation get the balance 
   below $800,000 by year end? 

 

·        For our General Fund in 2020 we are still at about $30,000 a month in expenses (this includes $8K+ 
  PILP mortgage payment + $6K+ twice a month towards payroll + $3K+ in utilities + $7K+ in all other 
 expenses)  – so all gifts are much appreciated 

 

·        Our Per Capita bill for 2020 is $6,480 – to date we’ve received $900, so if you are able to pay your 
 $36/member fee that also help us to stretch our donation dollars to cover church expenses 



 

An Update from Presbyterian Women 
from Ruth Parman 

 As a liaison the past several years between the local Women of OPC and the Presbyterian Women of 
the Inland Northwest Presbytery and the Synod of Alaska-Northwest, our women have supplied leadership 
beyond the local participation: 

 

• Sue Webber as Scholarship Committee chair for the last three years in the Presbytery 

• Sarah Neelands, as the Horizon Bible Study and Horizon Magazine representative for three years is con-
tinuing to serve in that capacity on the coordinating team of the women in Presbytery.  

• Geri Benshoof as secretary and historian for 2018-2019 for the Women of the Synod of Alaska North-
west.  

• For the three Presbyterian Women Spring Gatherings  (2010, 2014 & 2018) for the Presbytery, I, Ruth 
Parman, was the coordinator for OPC as an extension from WOPC with the exclusive help of the OPC 
women and men as hosts for those events.  

 

 May we continue those mission endeavors! Additional results from the scholarships from the women 
of our presbytery included five women winners pursuing their Masters of Divinity or Theology degrees, fol-
lowing their college or university graduation in the past several years!  

 Now it’s time for scholarship applications due by March 1, 2020 to the presbytery office for the year 
2020-2021 for members of PCUSA churches in the Inland Northwest Presbytery, has completed two years 
of college, and is entering his/her junior, senior year or is in graduate school. The scholarship is for $1000 
awarded in two $500 increments directly to the college. The recipient may apply for an additional $500 the 
following year. Applications are available in the church by the west door in the narthex. 

Sincerely, 

Ruth Parman  

 

Family Promise 2020 February 

We will be hosting Family Promise at the Spokane Valley Baptist Church on Thursday, March 26 and Satur-
day, March 28. We are still in need of dinner cooks and overnight hosts for Thursday. If you would like to be 
part of this worthwhile mission, please contact Sue Webber webber758@gmail.com or 509 474 0515. Thanks 
so much to the OPC youth group who will cook on Saturday and to Anna Martin and Nancy Shatto who will 
sleep in the church on Saturday. 

 

If you are unable to help in March, but are interested in this mission, we need helpers for the week of June 21-
27. OPC will host Family Promise at our church that week. We need supplies for breakfast and lunch, dinner 
cooks and servers, and overnight hosts. Thanks to the Whitefords for offering to sleep in the church on Thurs-
day night and Nancy Comstock and Jessie Cox for offering to cook dinner on Thursday night. We need dinner 
cooks and overnight hosts for Saturday, June 27th. 

 

Sue Webber 



 
Issue #411  Page 6  

Ingredients 

 buttery crackers, 1 sleeve 

 chocolate chips, 1 bag 

 coconut oil, 1 Tbsp 

 peppermint extract, 1/2 tsp 

 sprinkles 
 

Instructions 

Line a cookie sheet with wax paper or a silicone lining. 

In a microwave-safe bowl, microwave the chocolate chips and 
oil in 30-second increments at half power, until melted. Stir  
between increments. 

Stir in the peppermint extract. 

Carefully dip a cracker in the chocolate, coating both sides. 

Remove with a fork and let the extra chocolate drip off. 

Place on wax paper. 

Add the desired sprinkles. 

Refrigerate for a few minutes until the chocolate is hard. 

Enjoy! 

 

 



 The Lamp Post  

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
Communion Sun-
day 

Souper Bowl of 
Caring 
9am—Adult Bible 
Study 

3 
6pm— Zumba 

4 
7pm— Building & 
Grounds Meeting 

5 
6:30pm—
Handbell Practice 

6 
6pm—Zumba 

7 8 
1pm—Women’s 
Movie & Mas-
sage Day 

9 
9am—Adult Bible 
Study 

11am—Second 
Sunday Brunch 

11:30am—Youth 
Group 

10 
6pm—Zumba 

6:30pm—
Deacons Meeting 

11 12 
6:30pm—
Handbell Practice 

13 
11:30am—
Women’s Bible 
Study 

6pm—Zumba 

14 
Valentine’s Day 
 

15 

16 
9am—Adult Bible 
Study 

9:00am—OPC 
101 

11:30am—-Youth 
Group 
 

17 
President’s 
Day—Office 
Closed 

6pm—Zumba 

18 19 
6:30pm—
Handbell Practice 

20 
10am—Quilting 

6pm—Zumba 

6:30pm—
Women’s Bible 
Study 

21 
5:30pm—
Parents’ Night 
Out 

22 

9:30am—
Presbytery Sum-
mit  at First Pres, 
Spokane 

23 
9am—Adult Bible 
Study 

11:30am—Family 
Commission 
Lunch and Mtg. 

1:00pm– Youth 
outing 

24 
6pm—Zumba 

6pm—Session 
Meeting 

25 26 
6pm—Ash 
Wednesday  
Service @ Meth-
odist Church 

27 
6pm—Zumba 

6pm—Mingle & 
Munch at Darcy’s 

28 29 



 

OPC Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Kevin Lind 

Music Director: Jennifer Pearman 

Pianist: Dr. Sigrid Brannan 

Organist: Libby Grammer 

Family Connections Coordinator: Jenny Pitts 

Nursery Coordinator: Chenoa Turner 

Secretary: Melanie Nelson 

Maintenance: Ben Beach  
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Go Green! Subscribe to Our E-Newsletter. If you subscribe 
to our print newsletter and would prefer to receive our news by 
email, please call the office at 924-9750 or email us at 
home@opportunitypresbyterian.org 


