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Back to School Already? 
 

When I get a request for a meeting with a school administrator, I always take it.  And not 
just because my wife, brother, mother and mother-in-law are all teachers.  But I get really 
excited when churches and schools can form partnerships that benefit children and youth 
in our community.  Jesus cared for the children.  The schools and their staffs care for our 
children.  I see a lot of parallels and opportunities, while still being able to uphold the 
separation of church and state. 

 

This summer I’ve had several requests to share ideas with school administrations.   
These are important long-term relationships being built in our community, some that have not always been 
the best of relationships.   

 

North Pines Middle School and CVSD have invited OPC into some conversations about the middle school 
kids and their families in our neighborhood.  I’m excited to see what might develop out of those relationships. 

 

East Valley School District is reaching out to churches to collect school supplies for the start of the year.  
Spokane Valley Partners no longer does a school supply drive- they send families downtown to the wonderful 
Salvation Army school supply distribution.  But many families in need have a hard time getting downtown.  
East Valley School District has over half of their students living below the poverty level.  It costs, on average, 
over $100 for each student K-12 to have all the supplies needed for a school year. 

 

So, you can show Christ’s love for his children and their families in our community.  You can help us build 
stronger relationships with our local schools.  You can give something that will be put to good use right away 
by someone in need.   

 

Donate school supplies at OPC now until August 24.  Basic school supplies are best- like pencils, paper, glue, 
scissors, markers, colored pencils, rulers.  You can bring backpacks and other supplies as you wish.  These 
supplies will be taken to East Valley School District and distributed directly to students who need them at their 
all-district Back to School Fair to kick off the new school year. 

 

Thank You!!!! 

 

Pastor Kevin 
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Mingle & Munch Fellowship 

Do you often leave church on Sunday mornings wishing 

you had more time to visit with our members and 

visitors? Well, we have come up with a delicious 

solution; a no-host dining out for adults, whether 

couples or singles. Have an adult house guest staying 

with you this summer? Bring them along too!  

WHEN: Tuesday - August 23, 2016 

WHERE: Darcy’s – 10512 E. Sprague Ave (just west of 

Rosauers) 

TIME: 5:30pm  

Order from the menu: The steaks, salmon, soups & 

salads have been delicious.  

Please call one of us, or hand us a note at church.  We 

do need a head count by Friday, August 19.  Thank you. 

Please call Bud or Lynne Keeling at (509)-926-2376 or 

Gerrie Hobbs  (509)-926-7355 

Quilters Craft Sale– October 22 & 23 

 

 

 

Quilts, table runners, pillow cases, casserole carriers, 

decorated towels, walker pocket bags, fidget quilts, 

and more for sale! Proceeds will support the 

Christmas Toy Store at OPC. 

Church Garage Sale 

Mark your calendars for our annual church garage sale 

that will be held September 16-18. Volunteers will be 

needed to help set up, cashier, clean up and various 

other jobs. Donations can be left in the coatrooms on 

either side of the Narthex. More info to come.  

Family Promise Returns to OPC 

Family Promise returns to OPC as we host homeless 

children and parents in our community August 14-

20.  You can volunteer to help with setup, cleanup, be an 

overnight host, prepare and serve dinner one night, or 

grocery shop for breakfast/lunch items.  Please contact 

Sue Webber about how you would like to help serve our 

community with the love of Christ. 

Welcome Dessert 

Are you new to OPC?  Have you had a busy summer 

and been away a lot?  Or maybe you would like to 

connect with others beyond Sunday morning? You are 

invited to the home of Kevin and Alisa Lind (1216 S 

Clara Rd in Greenacres) for a welcome dessert on 

Sunday, August 28 from 3-4pm.  We would love to have 

some time to visit and eat delicious desserts together. 

If you plan to come please RSVP by email to 

kevin@opportunitypresbyterian.org or call the church 

office.  We look forward to welcoming you…and to 

desserts. 

A Rockin’ Potluck 
 

At the Rockin’ B Ranch! 

Just off the State Line exit from I-90 is one of the 

coolest venues in our region.  Pamela and Scott 

Brownlee graciously will share their wonderful 

space as you are invited to A Rockin’ Potluck with 

members and friends of OPC, Manito Presbyterian 

Church and Community Presbyterian Church of 

Post Falls. 

When?   Wednesday, August 17 

What?    Lawn games for kids and adults, 5pm 

Potluck dinner, 6pm  (hot dogs will be       

provided, please bring a side dish or salad to share) 

Live music from Sweetgrass, 6:30pm 

Closing (including a dunk tank in the        

parking lot?), 7:30pm 

Where?   Rockin’ B Ranch, 3912 Spokane Bridge 

Road, Liberty Lake, WA 

mailto:kevin@opportunitypresbyterian.org
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Finance Update 
 

 

OPC Foundation Mission 
OPC Foundation promotes giving to secure the future of Christ's work in the community locally and globally. 

 

The Foundation is a non-profit entity, separate from Opportunity Presbyterian Church, and formed to receive 

gifts made to help insure the long-term viability of God's work in the community. Foundation contributions are 

typically, though not always, gifted near or after retirement of the donor or upon the donor's passing via a will 

- think stocks, bonds, real estate, paid up insurance policies or other items having intrinsic value. 

 

We, as members of the OPC Foundation, encourage you to think about how you can continue doing God's 

work in your church community when revising or creating your will. 

Think of your donation to the Foundation as a timeless contribution towards doing God's work. 

We did conduct a successful annual audit of our Financial Records with Presbytery this month.  And have now 

collected & paid $3,112 towards our Per Capita bill of $8,942 – equal to 35% (better than we’ve done 

historically, wouldn’t it be great to double that number by year-end?).  We are continuing to make headway in 

our PILP principal reductions and the LED project to reduce our monthly utility bills. 

 

The first week of July had great receipts that cut our outstanding unpaid bills in half.  Due to Session’s 

diligence in keeping spending down we’ve been able to keep up on our monthly bills – but we have no cushion 

to cover the additional periodic expenses like the quarterly building insurance and semi-annual property taxes 

coming this fall; we just had to spend $700 to fix the organ. 

 

We have passed the halfway point of the year and Session is beginning their planning for the 2017 budget – 

again we have to consider our staffing levels – since Personnel comprise 45% of our budget.  Here’s what our 

average monthly income has been: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   *based on January to June 2016 

 

 

Children’s Ministry is doing a phenomenal job running a free VBS, almost entirely using only donations. 

Thank you for your faithful and generous contributions to OPC – if you are traveling this summer, please send 

in your check or make your donations online – and remember to keep OPC in your daily prayers. 

Avg Monthly 
Income 

  

Actual 

  

Budget 

2015 $34,200 $35,530 

2016 $33,500* $35,000 

2017 TBD TBD 
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We had a great week at WALK THIS WAY VBS! Thank you to everyone who donated items or 

came to volunteer. You showed the kids how to walk towards Christ. 

 

 

 

 

This week we were SUPER thrilled to partner with Soles4Souls for the giving project segment of Walk This 

Way! 

Soles4Souls is a not for profit global social enterprise committed to fighting poverty through the collection 

and distribution of shoes and clothing. 

By Monday we had almost 100 shoes. By the end of the week we doubled that number, teaching the kids that 

they can use their HANDS, FEET and HEARTS to make a difference in the lives of kids around the world! 

If you loved WALK THIS WAY VBS you’ll love these wrap up events for the summer.  

 August 18th, 4pm-8pm.: 4th-6th at Splashdown. (Pizza provided. Cost $10) 

 August 23rd, 2pm-3pm:  K-3rd Ice cream Party! (Meet at the church for ice cream and games) 

 August 30th, 10am-11am: Birth-5yrs Preschool Play Day (Get out of the heat and meet at the church 

for games and crafts) 

RSVP to join in on any of these events  shannon@opportunitypresbyterian.org 

 

Back Pack Blessings! September 4th you are invited to share in a special Sunday of Back Pack Blessings. 

Children of all ages including preschoolers are invited to bring their backpacks to church for a special 

prayer. Back-to school can be scary, fun, uncertain, and happy for our kids. Back pack blessings are a great 

way to send our kids into the new school year encouraged by God's Word. 

mailto:shannon@opportunitypresbyterian.org
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News from Your Session 
 

The Session met on Monday, July 25th and the following items were discussed and/or action taken: 

 

• Received a report from Pastor Kevin regarding he and his family’s attendance at the Whitworth I

 Institute of Ministry 

• Received a report from Mac Whiteford regarding the OPC Foundation.  They are beginning to 

 fundraise and are looking for ways to utilize these funds to spread the work of the Gospel in the 

 Spokane Valley. 

• Received a report fro Skip Houston regarding a new LED light project that will begin as early as this 

 week to improve lighting in the parking lots and sanctuary. 

• Approved a Women’s Association project called “Days for Girls.”  This project will be conducted in 

 conjunction with the Women’s Group from Veradale United Church of Christ. 

• The Session received a first viewing of new quilted signage from Jesse Cox on behalf of the new 

 Esther Commission. 

• Authorized Pastor Kevin to write a grant to the Presbytery to fund an after school program for students 

 from North Pines Middle School in which tutoring and recreation would be provided as well as 

 mentoring opportunities provided. 

• A potluck at the Rockin’ B Ranch on August 17th to bring all ages together for an evening of 

 friendship and good fun and maybe even a little recreation.  Manito Pres and Post Falls Pres have been 

 invited to join us. 

A Note from the Worship Commission 
First, I would like to thank everyone who has helped in many ways. 

I would like to update the communion server list of people (past and present deacons and session members) 

who would be willing to have your name on a list of people willing to serve communion in the future. My list 

is very outdated and many can no longer serve. If you have been a deacon or an elder and would like to have 

your name added to the list, please either let Mel know in the office or contact Sharon Goff, current Worship 

chairperson. 

A couple points of update from the communion: 

 We have tried gluten free bread so that everyone may be a part of this worship. We would like your 

feedback on this. When we do use regular bread, we have gluten free crackers for those in need. As a 

session, we feel that everyone should be a part of communion and we are working to make this happen. 

 Intinction is when we come down to the communion table to share the elements 

 Pew is when the servers bring the elements to the pew.  

 If we do serve Intinction, the servers are altered by the ushers of anyone who needs to be served at their 

seat.  

 

We would hope you would feel free to let the ushers know of your needs on Communion Sunday as you enter. 

 

Sharon Goff, Worship Chairperson  
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Sometimes God gives us challenges in our lives.  But along 

with the challenges He gives us help along the way in the 

form of His people. Thank you, my dear OPC family, for the 

many, many prayers, cards, calls and meals during my eye 

challenges.  I knew you were always with me during the quiet 

of the night when the pain was at its peak. My doctor is 

pleased with my progress, I am able to do most things that I 

could prior to the eye infection.  I hope to have my "new" eye 

by the end of the summer. Thank you all for your love and 

concern.   

Love to you all, Paula Brown 

 

 

 

 

The September planning meeting for the fall 

Presbyterian Women’s Gathering for the 

Inland Northwest Presbytery will be held on 

Monday, September 12th at the Manito 

Presbyterian Church, located at 401 E. 30th, 

Spokane, WA at 7:30 am instead of the 

Emmanuel P.C. as noted in the July OPC 

newsletter.  

The coordinating team appreciates the 

guidance of the leaders of each local PW as 

we plan for these coming events. 

Ruth Parman, Liason from OPC-PW 

See the OPC office for tickets. $35 Adults/$25 Students 

Whitworth University’s Academy for 

Christian Discipleship 

Imagine you had the opportunity to personally 
engage with Christian leaders who serve on the 
front lines in some of the most persecuted areas 
of the world. What questions would you ask? 
What could your church learn from such 
leaders? 

Starting in September, you and your church have 
an unprecedented opportunity to encounter 
leaders from the persecuted Church sharing out 
of their experiences and bringing a perspective 
that most Christians never have the chance to 
hear. Once a month for nine months, different 
leaders will cast a vision for serving Christ both 
here in Spokane and in the uttermost parts of the 
world. This unique opportunity promises to 
engage, enable, and create a transformational 
experience for  you and your church. 

I’d like to invite you to join me personally at 
Whitworth University this school year for this 
amazing opportunity.  We will have a group from 
OPC go to campus one Monday evening a 
month from 6:30-9pm to hear from Christian 
leaders in persecuted countries around the 
world.  Ride sharing will be available.  If you 
cannot make the classes, but are still interested, 
we could have a group watch video recordings of 
the sessions each month.  Then the OPC group 
will gather one other Monday evening each 
month to work and discuss the material. 

More information will be available in a couple 
weeks and if you are interested or have 
questions please join Pastor Kevin in Room A-1 
after worship on Sunday, August 28. 

Food handlers’ cards 

We are in need of more people in the congregation with valid 
food handler’s cards from Spokane County.  The process to get 
one is quick and easy, and can all be done online for $10.  Go 
to https://www.srhd.org/services/fwc-test.asp for more info.  If 
you have a valid food handlers’ card we would appreciate if we 
could file a copy in a folder in the kitchen.  Thank you! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

 

2 

7:00pm— 

B&G Meeting 

 

3 

9:00am—

Choir Camp 

4 5 6 

7 

Communion 

Sunday 

8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 
Family Promise 

at OPC 

15 
Family Promise 

at OPC 

 

16 
Family Promise 

at OPC 

17 
Family Promise 

at OPC 

6:00pm—OPC 

Potluck at 

Rockin’ B 

Ranch 

18 
Family Promise 

at OPC 

4:00pm—

Tween 

Splashdown 

Party 

19 
Family Promise 

at OPC 

20 
Family Promise 

at OPC 

21 22 

7:00pm—

Session 

23 
5:30pm—

Mingle & Munch 

Dinner at 

Darcy’s 

2:00pm—K-3rd 

Ice Cream Party 

24 

Newsletter 

Deadline 

25 26 27 

28 

3:00pm—

Dessert at 

the Lind’s 

29 30 

10:00am—

Birth-5 Yrs 

Preschool 

Play Day 

31    

August 2016 

Fall Kickoff Sunday and 
Second Sunday Brunch 

returns, Sunday, September 11 



 

OPC STAFF 

Pastor: Rev. Kevin Lind 

Music Director: Jennifer Pearman 

Children’s Ministry Director: Shannon Borgman 

Organist: Jim Brown 

Secretary: Melanie Nelson 

Maintenance: Ben Beach  
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Go Green! Subscribe to Our E-Newsletter. If  you subscribe 
to our print newsletter and would prefer to 
receive our news by email, please call the office at 924-

9750 or email us at home@opportunitypresbyterian.org 


